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Partl;lers

n hfe
partners in
busmefsg

¢¥ Some married
couples find that
love, commerce
can work together
beautifully ¥e

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS SENTINEL

Dane and Meg Scism started Cellular Sales in 1993, The hus-
band-and-wife business pariners have overseen the growth
of their company, which includes more than 300 locations
in 20 states.

ANTY SIMOTHERMAN BURGESS/NEWS SENTINEL
Wes and Danielle Hope pose at their studio. They run their own
business, Hope Photography, which spocializes in photos at
weddings.

MICHA EL PATRICK/MEW'S SENTINEL
Vergil and Kathy Metts run a company together. The couple sits inside the
Impact Associates office in Maryville.

BY GARLY HARRINGT ON rarringtoniknoviliebiz com

ore thanl5 years ago, Dane and Meg Scism were

d a tuming point.

Dane Scism was selling cellular phones. Meg
Scism was just out of school with a degree infinance.

The couple, who were engaged at the time, saw promise
in the mobile phoneindustry andin 1993 joined the ranks of
other hushand-and-wife business partners when they took
over a company Dane Scism was working for.

“Driving back from Thanksgiv-
ing, we decided we could make a
run at it. She was the bookkeeper,
and I'was the sales force. We never
looked back. It's been a wild success
ever since,” Dane Scism said of their
business, Knoxville-based Cellular
Sales,

What started with one store in
Farragut has become the nation’s

t retailer of Verizon Wireless
with more than 300 locations in 20
slates.

Business-life partners

“The funpart is gett tﬂm:ruaﬂ}-
work with vour ]:A:E:'JgrIg in
who is the same as }muparmer in
life. It’s very enriching and reward-
ing. You know your partner has your
back " said Eathy Metts, co-owner of
Impact Associates

Metts and her husband, Vergil
Metts, started the Marvville-based
consulting company 10 years ago
after careers that incladed working
at TVA.

“We felt there was a need for man-
agement consulting. ... Help busi-
nesses and executives and do it bet-
ter than what we were seeing in the

Mevertheless, it'sascenariomany  marketplace. We had aclear vision of
couples choose o avoid. Theresults  what wewanted and how wewanted
can be devastating —anend to the  to doit” Kathy Metis said.
business, or worse, the end of the It was something they both want-

&d todo and they felt they had com-

WEHWME foreverybody,  plementary strengths and skills that

g:se whio }L:%.'ebeeumﬂd 5:;! wotld benefit tl'belbusimash_j i
sharing a professio Impact Assoclates, which pro-
dream and miore dme with

their loved one are worth it
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lenge — gﬂu::godmtﬂsee ally complement each other.  thathushand-and-wifeteams  was pretty amazing,” Dane  while Kathy Metts describes
COUPI.ES I wouldn't have a weddi savisa must to have asuc-  Scismsaid herseifas an extrovert who

from C1

vides services in areas of
training, consulting,
alﬂrﬁearchrfmdﬂ'ems
planning, has grown to in-
clude clients worldwide like
Turner Broadeasting and
Turner Studios, Bush Broth-
ers, 15, artment of De-
fense and

gestcha]lenge t’clr
wasgettingothersto seeﬂm
a5 separate entities.
“People made
(that) just becanse we were
married I could be a courier
of information for him. I've
got my own pile of home-
“Thatwas the biggest chal-

usnssepmmemﬂues, Vergil
Metts

Both informed and n—
ionated, the couple w
times “thrash out” an !dE'E
withlively discussions, some-
thing that was initially un-

able for their associ-
ates.

“Bringing different ideas
to the table Endhaﬂng acon-
structivi s very im-
portant to the " Ver-
gil Metts said.

Every now and then, Wes
and Danielle Hope admit
they “butt heads"

The couple founded Hope
Photography 10 years ago
after getting dlsappmr;tﬂ
photos from their own

Theyhave only recenthy
e devoted their full attention to
the usiness.

“Tt works out well. We re-

business without her” sa

Wes Hcrpe a former phnto—
journalist with the Maryville
Draily Times.

“We realize there is some-
thing different about us.
We've clicked and have been
at each other's side. Every-
where Igoshe'sthere and vice
versa, and it's carried over o
our business” he added.

“I think our brides like it
because they 9&' us l:cget'tﬂ

al Ifwe're h:appv tc-gerher it
shows” Danielle Hope said.

Roles defined
While both take photo-

It's a clearly defined role

““oummst define your robe
and what is expected from
each person and try not to
cross boundaries. You have
tocommunicate and prut per-
sonal feelings aside,” said
Meg Scism, who admitted

Having an open line of
commumication has been key
for the Hopes.

“We are very open and
honest with each other. We
let the other know what we're
feeling, We don't hold it in
and let it eat at us,” Danielle

&;ecmmbmtrfcn.lghtﬂbmn Hope said.

MOonEY, just Hme.

The Scisms jobs were
clear-cut from the beginning.
Meg Scism did everything
that had to do with paper,
deadlines and money. Dane
Scism did everything related
tosales,

“We brought differ-
ent things to the table. She
worked mcredibly hard and
did a miraculous job. She did

han-  the books when we had 100

tions without any help. She

Some things, however, are

“Its like we're telepathic. If
we're at a wedding, I can just
E:;E her a look,” Wes Hope

“We know what the other
ngeds." Danielle Hope re-

plied
The Metts acknowledge
their different personaht;es
and have offices in different
parts u:»f the building.
il Metts is an infrovert
and needs comternplative time

is “immersed in the middle
e

temporary with what our

business needs,™ Kathy Metts
aaid.

“You need o corl_w:musl',
st time for your rel
because abusiness can y
overwhelm the relationship,”
Vergil Metts said.

Said Diane Scizm, “Tt helps
when you have a reall}:g;reat
spouse. I never thought I
wonld be the kind of guy who
wionild work with my spouse.
It has worked out great.™

Business writer Carly
Harrington may be reached at
BE5-342-631T




